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What isthe AIAA Japan Forum on
Satdlite Communications: A Short
History

AlAA’s 17th International Commu-
nications Satellite Systems Conference and
Exhibit (ICSSC) was held in Yokohama,
Japan on February 23-27, 1998. Japan was
selected as the site for this conference, a
testament to the growing importance that
Asiais playing in the development and im-
plementation of Satellite Communications
Systems. It was the first time in the
|CSSC's 32-year history that the conference
was held outside of the North America.

The conference, “Asia and the World:
Toward 21st Century Satellite Communica-
tions Systems” was comprised of four ple-
nary sessions which included panel discus-
sons and 30 technical sessions in which
approximately 194 papers were presented.
Other features included: satellite communi-
cations colloquium; exhibit; banquet; awards
luncheon; exhibitor’s reception; Yokohama
Bay cruise aboard the “Hamadori” (Yoko-
hama’ s marine activity ship) and a technical
tour of the NTT Yokosuka Research Labo-
ratory. The exhibit was the largest in the
history of the ICSSC, and included the par-
ticipation of 61 companies and organizations
from around the world.

In short, the 17th ICSSC was very
successful.  The number of registrants far
exceeded expectations totaling 517 from 16
countries. Over 2,700 people toured the
exhibit. Particularly noteworthy were the
number of participants from outside Japan
who remarked on how well the conference
was organized. The conference was sup-
ported by the City of Yokohama, Telecom-
munications Advancement Foundation and a
number of space communications companies
and organizations.

Following the success of the 17th
ICSSC, a proposal was put forth to the 17th
ICSSC Organizing Committee to establish
an AIAA Section in Japan. The primary
objective in establishing a Section was to
continue focused and sustained activities
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initiated by the 17th ICSSC. It was evident
that in doing so, the establishment of a Sec-
tion could harness the imagination and drive
of the large number of AIAA members in
Japan to generate, on an ongoing basis, ac-
tivities beneficial to a number of aerospace
disciplines. Through organized interaction,
AIAA members in Japan could coordinate
activities locally and with the AIAA Head-
quarters in the United States of America
The proposal was accepted in principal by
the Organizing Committee, but required
more detailed discussions with the AIAA
Headquarters.  Although the immediate
activities of AIAA members in Japan would
be focused on Satellite Communications, it
was envisioned that those activities would
eventually be broadened to include other
aerospace disciplines. AIAA Headquarters
was supportive of the proposal, contingent
upon two major points. The first was that
AlAA be alowed to perform its due diligen-
ce in discussing the issue with the Japan
Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences
(JSASS). The second was that a plan be
developed to expand Section activities and
governance to include participation by
AIAA members from other aerospace disci-
plines.

As a next step, the proposal to estab-
lish an AIAA Section was circulated to a
number of AIAA members in Japan (ap-
proximately 650) for their comments. In-
put was received from roughly 40 AIAA
members.  Approximately 70% of the
comments strongly favored such a proposal,
while 30% expressed some form of reserva-
tion toward the idea. The oppostion’s
most oft cited reasons toward the proposal
came from members who believed that there
had been insufficient discussion on the mer-
its and benefits of establishing an AIAA
Section in Japan. The second most preva-
lent reason was the apparent lack of repre-
sentation of other aerospace disciplinesin its
governing body, noting the strong bias to-
ward the Satellite Communications industry
in the Section’s creation. The proposal was
approved by the Communication Society,
Institute of Electronics, Information and
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Communication Engineers (IEICE), Japan.

Based upon comments received by
survey respondents, members of the Explo-
ratory Committee for the Establishment of
an AIAA Japan Section concluded that the
Committee would focus its activities exclu-
sively upon the satellite communications
industry in Japan. As a result of in-depth
discussions with the AIAA Headquarters, it
was determined that these, more focused
activities could be performed under the ru-
bric of a subcommittee of AIAA’s Technical
Committee on Communication Systems
(TCCYS) without going through the process
of establishing a Section. The organization
-in its current form- is named the AIAA Ja-
pan Forum on Satellite Communications: A
Subcommittee of the TCCS (AIAA-JFSC).
The plan was approved unanimously at the
November 20, 1998 meeting of the AIAA
TCCS in Washington, DC.

Currently, proposed activities of the
AIAA-JFSC include exhibits, workshops for
research paper presentations sponsored or
co-sponsored with other organizations on an
annual basis. In addition to these activities,
the magazine “ Space Japan Review” will be
issued bi-monthly both in Japanese and
English.

Furthermore, AIAA 21st ICSSC will
be held on April 15-19, 2003 at the Pacifico
Yokohama, Yokohama, Japan and much
work is now doing for its preparation.

We are looking forward to your under-
standing and support of the AIAA-JFSC's
Activities.



